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HOW TO: Fit a central locking button mod 
 
This button will allow you to lock your doors when driving without pushing 

the pin on the door. 
 

I fitted this in my 1997 E36 M3-I think this can be done on all E36 cars, but please check first 
 

Firstly you need some tools and bits: 

 

• Screwdrivers (flat and Philips head) 

• Soldering iron & solder 

• Length of cable 

• 8mm Push button switch (push to complete circuit) (£2 from 

www.maplins.co.uk) 

 

1. Remove your glove box (link below) so you can access the ZKE module. 
[link: www.bmwe36blog.com/2007/05/02/removing-bmw-e36-glove-box-diy ] 

 

2. Once glove box has been removed, you will see the below (fig 3), colour of these 

plugs vary dependant on your e36 model or year of manufacture. You need the 

top purple plug. Remove the by sliding the locking pin to the side. 

 

 

3.  
 

 

 

4. Once you have this out, carefully take out the sliding plastic to reveal the 
cables/pins (fig 5). 
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5.  
 

6. As you can see pin 19 has no cable in it, you need to insert a cable here. You can 
either go to BMW to get a pin or do as I did, get a cable and ‘tin’ the end with the 

soldering iron, make it a little thick and then insert cable from the bottom.  

Note: Make sure this cable does not slip down or out again as button will not function if 
this happens. 

 

7. Get the button and insert it somewhere where you find it easily accessible, I put 

it in a spare blank by the gear stick (fig 8) 

 

8.  
 

9. You will need to solder 2 wires to the bottom of this switch. One will come from 

12v positive (use stereo or power from the ZKE module (red cable in the plug to 

the left of the center one). The other end needs to go to the pin 19, as you did in 

step 6. 

 

10. Close doors and start the car, press button and hey presto the doors should lock. 
 

11. Insert glove box back and you are all done. 


